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What's New in V9.0



 

 
 New in IMAGINE Vector®

 
Reproject Shapefiles A new utility enables the reprojection of Shapefiles including both 2D and 3D variants 

and recalculation of attributes such as area and perimeter based on the new 
coordinate system 
 

 New in IMAGINE MrSID Encoder Modules 
 

 The IMAGINE MrSID Encoder modules now support production of both MrSID 
Generation 2 and Generation 3 images. Advantages provided by adding support for 
MrSID Generation 3 include: 
 

 • Create MrSID files larger than 2GB 
• Lossless compression option 
• Control of sub-block sizes 

 
 New in IMAGINE Radar Mapping Suite Modules 

 
 IMAGINE OrthoRadar 

 
 

 

• Significantly higher geocoding performance 
• Higher orthorectification performance for large scenes 
• Significantly less memory use during orthorectification 
• Height models in Geographic (lat/lon) can now be used for orthocorrection 
• Improved orbit modeling 

 
 IMAGINE Radar Interpreter 

 
• Radiometric terrain correction 
• Improved Generic SAR Node interface 
• Use of Alaska SAR Facility (ASF) radar data "Radar conversions" function 

 
 IMAGINE Developers’ Toolkit 
  
 To expedite continued improvements to the documentation and interaction between 

developers the IMAGINE Developers Toolkit is now offered only as a web-downloadable 
package with online interactive support via the Leica Toolkit Developers’ Network 
(http://developer.lggi.com). This packaging offers 
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 Licensing 
  
 With ERDAS IMAGINE 9.0 onwards all Leica Geosystems Geospatial Imaging software 

products will be using a new licensing approach which should simplify the end-user 
experience with issuing and installing license files going forward. 

  
 To this end the “Upgrade” approach to licensing we have been using since the 

introduction of FLEXlm with ERDAS IMAGINE 8.5 has been dropped. The old approach 
required issuing license files with every new release of ERDAS IMAGINE shipped to 
Software Maintenance (SWM) customers (e.g. ERDAS IMAGINE 8.6 to 8.7) – these 
licenses were “upgrade” types which required the original, earlier version, license file 
to still be present to be ”upgraded” to the newer version. In many cases however the 
old files were accidentally removed during un-installation of old versions of software or 
other problems were experienced such as the amount of time taken to request and 
issue licenses for the correct System ID and module types. 
 

 Instead two major changes have been made to the licensing approach: 
 

 • Only “Increment” style licenses will be issued (i.e. ones that do not require any 
existing license). Upgrade license files will no longer be issued. 
 

 • Existing SWM customers will only be required to request new license files for 
major version changes (such as going from ERDAS IMAGINE 8.7 to ERDAS 
IMAGINE 9.0). Minor version changes (e.g. from ERDAS IMAGINE 9.0 to ERDAS 
IMAGINE 9.1) will not, in general, require a new license – the newer version will 
be unlocked by a license file within the major version number range (e.g. a 
SWM customer installing ERDAS IMAGINE 9.2 will be able to unlock this new 
version using their existing 9.0 license file, but not with their 8.7 license file) 
 

 To the end user the advantages of this new approach are that you do not need to 
worry about retaining old license files when new ones are being issued and you will 
now only rarely be required to request license files to perform a SWM upgrade  

  
 Please note that these changes to the physical enforcement of licensing via license 

files does not release the user from being bound by the License Agreement. You may 
be breaching the license agreement if you do not have a SWM contract and install a 
newer version of software and run it using an old license file. 

  
  
  
  
 

 21



 

 
 Platform Support 
  
 ERDAS IMAGINE 9.0 is currently only available for the Windows platforms, including 

 
 • Windows 2000 (Service Pack 4 or higher) 

• Windows XP Professional (Service Pack 2 or higher) 
• Windows Server 2003 (Service Pack 1 or higher) – only supported for running the 

License Manager 
 

 A Sun Solaris version of ERDAS IMAGINE 9.0 should be available in the Summer of 2006 
 

 CD-ROM Distribution 
  
 ERDAS IMAGINE 8.7 is distributed as a five disk set consisting of the following volumes: 

 
 • ERDAS IMAGINE 9.0 for Windows 

• IMAGINE Geodatabase Support Installer 
• Leica Photogrammetry Suite (LPS) 9.0 
• Example Data DVD 1 
• Example Data DVD 2 

 
 SWM shipments may include other separate disks for demonstration purposes, such as 

VLS Feature Analyst 
 

 Supported Modules 
 

 The initial ERDAS IMAGINE 9.0 release provides upgraded installation for the following 
modules: 

• IMAGINE Essentials 
• IMAGINE Advantage 
• IMAGINE Professional 
• IMAGINE Vector 
• IMAGINE VirtualGIS 
• IMAGINE Radar Interpreter 
• IMAGINE StereoSAR DEM™ 
• IMAGINE OrthoRadar 
• IMAGINE IFSAR DEM™ 
• IMAGINE MrSID Desktop Encoder 
• IMAGINE MrSID Workstation Encoder 
• IMAGINE NITF 2.1™ 
• IMAGINE AutoSync 
• IMAGIZER® Data Prep 
• IMAGIZER Viewer 
• ERDAS Stereo Analyst 
• Leica MosaicPro 

 
Additional modules are scheduled for future releases. 
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    Data for the screen capture on pages 9 and 10 was provided by: IKONOS imagery 
courtesy of GeoEye, www.geoeye.com; Oracle feature data courtesy NAVTEQ North 
America, LLC, www.navteq.com
 

 Data for the screen capture on page 17 is courtesy DigitalGlobe, www.digitalglobe.com
 

 Data for the screen capture on page 19 is provided by: IKONOS imagery copyright of 
GeoEye. Ground Control Point data courtesy of Clive Fraser and Dept. of Geomatics, 
University of Melbourne 
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About Leica Geosystems Geospatial Imaging Division

When building image-based maps, you need reliable measurements 

and solutions for your entire workflow. So when it has to be right, 

more geospatial professionals trust Leica Geosystems Geospatial 

Imaging, LLC to help them collect, analyze, and present spatial 

information. Leica Geosystems is powering geospatial imaging by 

putting precise imaging to work. Its broad array of photogrammetry 

and remote sensing software solutions capture data efficiently, 

reference imagery accurately, measure and analyze easily and present 

spatial information, even in 3D. Those who use Leica Geosystems 

Geospatial Imaging products every day trust them for their precision, 

their seamless integration, and their superior customer support. 

Delivering geospatial imaging solutions with precision, integration, and 

service from Leica Geosystems. 

When it has to be right.
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